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Abstract: 

 

Historiographic metafiction is a type of fiction that delves into the connection between 

history and storytelling. It employs techniques that make readers question their assumptions about 

the truth. A Maggot is a prime example of historiographic metafiction. This novel is intricate and 

thought-provoking, as it explores the relationship between history and storytelling in a unique 

and innovative manner. For instance, Fowles presents a fictionalized version of the mysterious 

disappearance of a young woman in 18th-century England. Through a fragmented narrative 

structure, Fowles challenges the reliability of historical evidence and the limitations of historical 

storytelling. By blurring the line between fact and fiction, Fowles encourages readers to critically 

analyze historical accounts and consider alternative perspectives. 

KEY WORDS: Historiographic Metafiction, Self-Reflexivity, Symbolism, Storytelling, Multiple 

Perspective etc. 
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Introduction: 
 

Historiographic metafiction is a type of fiction that consciously explores the nature of 

history and the relationship between history and fiction. It achieves this by incorporating 

historical events and figures into fictional narratives, while also emphasizing the constructed and 

subjective nature of historical knowledge. 

In historiographic metafictional novels, there are often narrators who are historians or 

characters involved in writing or researching history. These novels may also include fictionalized 

versions of historical figures or altered historical events. The aim of historiographic metafiction 

is often to challenge readers' assumptions about the objectivity of history and to demonstrate how 

history is influenced by the perspectives of those who write it. 

A Maggot of John Fowles as a Historiographic Metafiction: 

A Maggot is a real example of historiographic metafiction. Although set in 1736, it is 

heavily influenced by the Cold War era. This influence is evident in the novel's themes of 

paranoia, surveillance, and conspiracy. The novel also employs self-reflexive techniques to 

engage the reader. For instance, the narrator of the novel is a character who is writing the story 

as it unfolds. This constant awareness of the storytelling process and the narrator's role in shaping 

the narrative adds depth to the reading experience. 

Another self-reflexive technique used by Fowles in A Maggot is the inclusion of historical 

documents. These documents are presented as evidence to support the narrator's claims, but they 

can also be seen as unreliable or even fictional. By employing these techniques, Fowles 

challenges the reader to contemplate the nature of truth and the way history is written. The novel 

suggests that history is not always objective or trustworthy, emphasizing the importance of 

critically evaluating the sources we rely on to understand the past 
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The use of multiple perspectives in the novels allows readers to see the events from 

different angles, emphasizing the subjective nature of historical accounts. Symbolism, like the 

maggot, the color white, and the number three, is used to delve into the complex and contradictory 

aspects of history. By including historical documents such as letters and diaries, the novels blur 

the line between fiction and reality. The self-reflexive nature of the novels prompts readers to 

contemplate the storytelling process and the role of the narrator in shaping the story. 

“The only history is the history of the imagination.” (Fowles, 1985, 197) 
 

The above line from the novel suggests that history is not just a record of past events, but 

also influenced by our own imagination. Our understanding of history is shaped by the stories we 

tell about it. These two quotes highlight the novel's self-reflective nature and its exploration of 

the relationship between history and storytelling. A Maggot is a complex and thought-provoking 

novel, but it is also fulfilling. It challenges us to critically consider how history is written and the 

role we have in shaping our own understanding of the past. 

The characters in the novel A Maggot play a crucial role in exploring the concept of 

historiographic metafiction. Through multiple perspectives, the reader is able to view the story's 

events from various angles, highlighting the subjectivity of historical accounts. The narrator, who 

is also a character in the novel, holds great significance. As the narrator writes the story as it 

unfolds, the reader is constantly aware of the storytelling process and the narrator's influence on 

shaping the narrative. Additionally, the narrator is a historian with a fascination for the 

relationship between history and storytelling. This character believes that history is not always 

objective or reliable, and seeks to explore the different ways in which history can be written. 

Another important character in the novel is Rebecca Lee, a young woman accused of 
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witchcraft. Rebecca is a complex and mysterious character, often representing the irrational and 

uncontrollable. Her story is presented from various perspectives, including her own, allowing the 

reader to see events from her point of view and emphasizing the subjectivity of historical 

accounts. The other characters in the novel also contribute significantly to the exploration of 

historiographic metafiction. Each character possesses a unique perspective on the story's events, 

contributing to the reader's understanding of what transpired. The characters in A Maggot are not 

merely historical figures, but also symbols representing different approaches to writing history. 

The novel's use of multiple perspectives and symbolism enables readers to delve into the intricate 

and sometimes contradictory nature of history. 

Linda Hutcheon praised A Maggot for its innovative use of historiographic metafiction. 

She has called the novel “a postmodern masterpiece" that "challenges the reader's assumptions 

about the nature of truth and the way that history is written.” Hutcheon argues that the novel's 

multiple perspectives highlight the subjectivity of historical accounts, and that its use of symbolism 

invites the reader to explore the complex and often contradictory nature of history. 
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Conclusion: 
 

In conclusion, it has been argued that A Maggot can be considered a historiographic 

metafiction because it challenges the conventions of the genre and delves into the nature of 

history. Fowles disrupts the idea of objective historical truth by including authorial intrusions and 

presenting multiple perspectives. This invites readers to question their own understanding of the 

past. The novel's self-reflective nature prompts us to think about the complexities and subjectivity 

involved in the process of writing and interpreting history. 
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